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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE & 2019 SHOW UPDATE   

Hello to all. I hope everyone is in good health. Harvest was another drawn out one again for us 
with losing about a month due to snow and wet weather. Hopefully members can work on 
projects this winter for our 2019 show.  

The location has changed for this upcoming show and will be in 
Perdue, Saskatchewan on July 27th, 2019.   

Unfortunately the Western Development Museum in Saskatoon just doesn't have a large enough 
area for us. Perdue has a one day show consisting of a town parade, pancake breakfast, tractor 
pulls and livestock show. Perdue is on Highway #14 west of Saskatoon about 30 miles and east 
of Biggar about 18 miles.  

There is a campground with power in Perdue and hotels in Saskatoon & Biggar.  You can go to the 
Perdue website for more information on this location: http://www.villageofperdue.com/ 

More information will come in the next club newsletter. We are also looking for any ideas for 
activities we could do as a club for that weekend.  I apologize for the late response in nailing 
down a location for the show as dealing with the Western Development Museum was quite an 
experience.  I hope everyone has a good winter and good luck on your projects. 

Blair Leonard, President 

http://www.villageofperdue.com/


FROM THE SHOP OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT 

Here is a story, Part 1.  Yes this will be a multi-part story as I am sure there are many more 
hurdles to jump before I get to hear this thing bark!   

In southwest Saskatchewan, the first heavy duty deep tillage cultivators available were built by 
Graham Holmes company out of Texas.  They had a demonstration near Eastend one day but none of 
the local tractors could pull that size of machine.  George went home and got the “Buick” but it would 
not pull it either as the 15-34’s could not get enough power to the ground.  George went around the 
crowd and gathered up the tallest, fattest guys and crowded 5 of them into the cab.  Then the Buick 
was able to demonstrate how a deep tillage cultivator could perform…   

Sometime during the late 30’s or probably the war years Joe Fletcher and his oldest sons built 
a Buick powered 15-30 McCormick Deering tractor.  I don’t know what possessed them; perhaps 
two 15-30’s with bad engines and a Buick Series 90 they couldn’t buy gas for.  They cut the two 
tractors in half, the rear one at the front of the clutch housing and the front one at the rear 
of the clutch housing. They joined the long halves together with old plow beams for 
strengtheners. This gave them a very long engine and clutch compartment.  Long enough to put 
the Buick straight 8 complete with the clutch and transmission in ahead of the tractor 
transmission.   

To top it off they installed a cab from a Rumely Gas Pull tractor built by the Universal Tractor 
company in the teens.  The tractor has cut down rubber all the way around which is great for 
“period correct” for this unit.  They used a belt driven governor to control the carburetor.  
That governor has been reused some place else so I am looking for one of those, hint, hint. My 
hang up with “period correct” keeps me from using one from a Versatile 400 so far. 

T h i s s h o w s t h e B u i c k 
transmission bolted to the 
tractor transmission. Also 
visible is the car dash used for 
the gauges.  They even hooked 
up the speedometer.  Beautiful 
old wooden steering wheel, 
probably from the Buick. 

T h i s w a s n o t a n 
overnight project but it 
was not a fly by night 
one either. They did a 
lot of measuring and 
thinking before they 
started.  Many things 
had to be considered 
and problems solved 
before they were ready 



for gasoline.  I will go into details as this story goes on.  One thing to remember while reading 
about the work they did is that electricity did not come to their part of rural Saskatchewan 
until the early 50’s.  All the holes were drilled with a drill made out of 24-volt aircraft starter 
bought from army surplus and powered by a 32 volt system. There are no arc welds on the 
tractor but some evidence of a gas welding system or at least a forge. 

I bought the tractor 
from the youngest son 
George Fletcher who 
figures he was pre-
teen when his father 
and brothers built it.  
George and his wife 
Vera used it until the 
early 50’s.  I have 
owned the tractor for 
some time but had not 
wanted to start on it 
until I found a second 
engine for parts. 

When I sold my IH 
collection the new 
owners just shook 
t h e i r h e a d s a n d 
walked by this unit.   

In August of 2017 I paid way too much at auction for a mid 30’s Buick car cut down into a truck 
and then left out side for 80 years.  I now had two engines so restoration should be a cakewalk. 
As a homebuilt unit there are the usual problems; the tractor has to be split to get the engine 
out but the engine should be out to split it kind of problems. After both engines were sitting on 
the shop floor it was time to open them up.   

This is the first time I have encountered valve springs and pushrods rotted off from mouse 
urine.  Both engines had been mouse houses for many years but thankfully they lived in 
different sections of each engine.  I was able to get a good block from one and the crankshaft 
and bearings from the other.  It turns out one is a 1931 and the other is from before 1936. 

These were quite the engines in their day. The valve train has a roller camshaft.  The 
connecting rods have babbit bearings while the main bearings have replaceable inserts with 
shims.  The crankshaft is drilled for oiling but the block is not.  There is a pipe oil gallery that 
carries oil from the oil pump to each of the main bearings.  The generator, water pump and 
distributer are all linked together down one side of the engine and driven by an extra gear off 
of the timing gears. 



Both engines were pretty well at 
the end of their life when parked 
as one wou ld expect from 
m a c h i n e s u s e d d u r i n g t h e 
depression and war.  The valves 
were all too sharp to reuse and as 
mentioned a lot of the springs 
were useless.  It turns out that 
valves too worn to be put back in a 
Farmall M can be reground and 
shortened to fit a 344 Buick.  
Well, actually 2 Farmall M’s.  The 
springs, keepers and roto caps 
came from 560 Diesels. 

The block is long enough I decided it would be 
safer to use two engine stands while 
rebuilding the bottom end.  The large casting 
on the front end of the crankshaft, but inside 
the block, is the vibration damper assembled 
to the crankshaft then the bolts welded, all 
done at the factory.   

The big hold up came from the 
piston department.  I had two 
sets, one cast iron and one 
aluminum, different bores and 
different sized wrist pins and 
nether set complete. A new set of 
pistons would run $1600 US 
before freight.  Why put new pistons on rods with old bearings? We have all been down that 
road, pretty soon you have $5000 plus in an engine in a $500 tractor.   

I searched the internet, I called everyone I know and a lot I didn’t know.  No one got a tour of 
the shop without being asked about Buick pistons.  Finally a man who hoards parts worse than I 
do brought me one piston. It was a NOS Buick cast iron piston of the correct bore.  Enough to 
finish the cast iron set.  I did buy new rings and a NOS gasket set. 

I have now been working on this project for 15 months and have just put the bottom end of the 
engine together.  I hope to be able to install the oil lines and then oil pan soon which will allow 
me to flip the engine over and start working on the top end.  As mentioned the head is ready to 
drop on.  Our club has a tradition that projects have to be complete by the Easter Weekend 
each year - this has the potential to be a close call.  I will keep sending updates as progress is 
made, so don’t let your membership lapse! 

David Saville, Vice President 



FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  

The Membership work has been fairly quiet this past September and October, leaving me to 
sort my thoughts and organize the data that I have accumulated since I joined in 2012.  I  
realize the importance of records kept, and I report today that Chapter 38 IHC has a grand 
total of 374 members; next years dues to Chapter 38 IHC club need to be sent before the 
end of February, 2019 in order to maintain membership with no loss or missed Newsletters 
and Harvester Highlights.   

Please recognize the Membership Application/Renewal form with its change of print, fill in the 
blanks or write on the back, and please be sure to sign the form at the bottom of the page 
because it is very important that the Privacy Policy of Chapter 38 IHC is acknowledged. 

Change:  is constant for all of us, every day there are changes.  Change represents progress but 
at times for some people it is met with resistance.  Change cannot be controlled or predicted, 
for me it is a positive necessity.  In reality change is inevitable and I will go forward now to 
embrace change and venture into a new territory with new opportunities and possibilities.   

As Membership Secretary for the past 7 years I have truly enjoyed meeting everyone as well as 
recording your memberships.  I would like very much to continue, but for my health reasons 
another very dedicated Member will accept this responsibility and continue onwards to receive 
the fees, forms and record the same.  I welcome John Richardson as our new Membership 
Secretary, and I will help John with the transition. 

I wish everyone “All the Best”; and I look forward to enjoying the Chapter 38 camaraderie that 
I already know. 

Send your renewals to:    John Richardson, Membership Secretary, 
                                             P.O. Box 72168  RPO Glenmore Landing 
                                             Calgary, AB.   T2V 5H9 
                                             Ph 306-530-5059        

Respectfully,  Barb Bender Membership Secretary, Chapter 38 IHCC 

  

IN MEMORIAM 
Alan Richardson,  Semans, SK. 

Joined Chapter 38 IHC in February, 2006  
Member #86 



MEMBER PROFILE - THE PATZWALD FAMILY 

June 2018 was a special occasion in 
the lives of Garth and Verna 
Patzwald who live 4 miles southwest 
of Lemberg, Saskatchewan on their 
family farm. Earlier in the year, 
Garth found information about 
applying for a Century Family Farm 
award. He did apply, since he knew 
the farm had been in the family for 
over 100 years.  
     
When h i s g r andfather f i r s t  
homesteaded in 1904 it was on     
NW 28-19-9-W2nd, a quarter 
covered with bush. He worked hard to clear enough to build a couple buildings. The first summer 
he broke 30 acres. The following year he planted his first crop, broke 30 acres more and built a 
granary and a small barn for his horses. Then in 1910 he purchased the quarter across the road 
- NE 29-19-9-W2nd from the government.  It had been designated as school land but was now 
up for sale.  This is where he built his house and other buildings. 

On November 11, 1913 his grandfather, William married Lydia and raised a family of 10 children. 
The older children eventually left home.  Garth's father returned home to take over the farm 
when his grandfather died in 1958.  The younger family members were either not old enough or 
had other jobs.   

The next years were busy for Garth's father, Edward.  He married his wife Jeanne in 1950. 
Teaching became her way of life.  For some years she taught in country schools and then 
settled in a job at Lemberg school. They had 3 children; raised them on the farm and in 1971 
built a new home.  

When Garth and Verna married in 1978, they knew there was a possibility the family farm would 
become their home.  Garth worked as a mechanic and helped his dad farm in off times.  Verna 
was a teacher, working part time in the local school.  They lived in Lemberg and eventually hoped 
to move to the farm, and his Mom and Dad would retire to Lemberg.   However, circumstances 
forced the family to adjust plans.   His Mom suffered from Alzheimer's in early 1981.  His 
father passed away in July of that same year.  The Alzheimer's had a strong hold on Garth's 
mother; she needed 24 hour care and went into a nearby home.  
     
After moving to the farm, Garth continued to work at mechanics in Lemberg but was truly 
committed to his next love...the family farm! They enjoyed life on the farm and raised 4 
children over the next years. 



Word was received that we were eligible for the Century Farm award at a special ceremony in 
June 2018.  Since we recently sold the first quarter his grandfather homesteaded in 1904, we 
were not eligible for the award on that quarter, NW29-19-9-W2nd, but were eligible for the 
quarter purchased in 1910, NE29-19-9-W2nd.  It was a great honour to receive the award, 
having great pride in carrying on the heritage of the Patzwald  family farm. 
     
This June and July was a time for celebration.  We had lived here for 40 years, received the 
award, purchased the beautiful hand crafted plaque, and celebrated our 40th wedding 
anniversary with our children - Edward, Victoria ,Katherine ,and Timothy and their families. 
     
The future of the farm remains unknown! We're not sure if any of our children will some day 
live here.  We've rented our land  and Garth continues to work off the farm.  Being able to live 
here for however long has led Garth in a new direction.  He has now become a collector ,lover of 
all things IH  and a member of the Chapter 38 International Harvester Collector Club for 
Western Canada.  It has taken us places near and far and we've made many new friends and 
have a huge connection to restoring and keeping the old from being forgotten! 

Garth's love affair with IH began in his early years when his dad took over the farm.  His 
grandfather had an Oliver 80 and 88 tractor, a McCormick press drill, and McCormick one way. 
His first IH was a W4 and then a super WD9.  These tractors replaced the Olivers.  Why would 
anyone need such a big tractor?  It had power steering!  
     
When Garth took over the farm, his first purchase was a 1971 #1026 Hydro and a 1978 #914 
pull type combine.  He slowly converted to IH!  A #75, 21 foot pto swather, a 16 foot #175 self 
propelled swather and also a 24.5 foot #4000 with a cab and a/c.  He also had a 1466, and 4366 
as tillage tractors, a 706D with a 282 engine, used for spraying, swathing, and picking stones,  a 
606D with a loader for everything else.  His last combine was a 1982 #1460 with pickup and 
straight cut headers. 

For seeding, he had 24 foot IH #100 press drills, a set of 28 foot IH discers, 28 foot #7200 
hoe drills. When he decided to rent his land, he tossed the idea around of having an 
auction.  However he  sold off pieces to neighbours within a short time. 

     
Then started the collecting!!  He found an 
SW-6 ta diesel tractor that hadn't run for 30 
years. It had been kept inside. He got it 
running and started showing it!  He keeps them 
as survivors, as they are original only once.   

Daughter Victoria also loves IH, so she now 
owns a 1948 C row crop.  It needed fixing up, 
some paint and now also goes to shows! 
     
Garth still has the 706D with 26,000 hrs on it 
- has had one engine overhaul at 12,000hrs, and 



also has the 606D.   Recently he bought two more 606’s; a diesel with a loader, a gas with a 
loader, a 656 diesel utility needing engine work, a Farmall Super M presently getting fixed, a 
W6 for parts, two TD6 crawlers, a 1977 Loadstar, a 1968 C1100 for parts, a 1979 1954 gravel 
truck with a 466, and six cub cadets, plus two LB-A stationary engines.  

 

 

Most of these are ongoing projects!  Well built and rugged!  The enjoyment now takes in the 
grandkids who love to get rides in a 1976 Scout II.  The IH club members have a wealth of 
historical knowledge - get togethers are so great to hear all the stories! 
     
Thanks for this opportunity to share our story.  May the IH chapter continue for many years!  

Garth and Verna Patzwald 



FROM THE RARE IH FILES….   Submitted by Past President Darald Marin 

Not many of these tandem set ups in existence anymore.  This set was sold by Taylor Auctions 
at Wakaw, SK in early October.  From all the pictures it looked like a very functional set up. 

DEALERSHIP BUILDING IN MOOSE JAW, SUKANEN MUSEUM: UPDATE 

Past President Darald Marin says that the new IH Dealership building is progressing well.  The 
building shell is completed and the front IH sign pylon has been started. 



Chapter member Merle Eldstrom of Moose Jaw has been recreating the office space and parts 
department. 

 

The cold storage 
area is ready for 
gyproc!   

Darald’s B150 is 
working hard to 
earn her keep, 
delivering fill. 



SPECIAL GUEST ARTICLE             by Haiden Livingston 





BUY - SELL - CLASSIFIEDS 

For Sale:  1944 “war time” Farmall M.  
Cosmetically correct, tight steering and pedals.   
Rear tires may be original.  $1900 drives it away.   
Contact Darald Marin  306 869 2262 

 

For Sale:  1966 1500. This truck also 
has to go, no room!  Six cylinder with 2 
speed axle, radio, box, hoist and tarp, 
good rubber.  $3800 and take it away.   
Contact Darald Marin  306 869 2262 

 

For Sale:  International 400 gasser.  
Very good tin, quite correct except for lights.  
Needs a clutch.  Seems to start and run good.  
$1900 or best offer. 
Contact Darald Marin  306 869 2262 



For Sale: 1947-49 KB2.  Needs full restoration.  Tailgate and metal in good condition.   
Contact:  Walter Emberly, Rollyview, AB  780-980-0430. 
 

  



For Sale:  1950 International L110, longbox, three on the tree, in original good condition.  Some 
body work needed, but no rust.  Runs and drives well.  Has new brake drums, shoes, wheel 
cylinders and brake hoses.  Includes new roof liner, door liners, and glove box (not installed). 
This is a one family owned piece of farming heritage.  Asking $5000 
Contact:  Gene 780-217-2366 in St. Albert, AB. 

For Sale:  New Schwitzer Turbo Charger for DT 407 
Engines ie: 1026/1256/1456 Tractors along with 915 
combines..IHC part # 146718. Solar  3LD 229. S/N 
JO886-324  $475.00 OBO.  
Call / Text  Mike at 1-306-948-9287 Biggar, SK. 

 

  



For Sale:  1972 IHC 1010 V/8 automatic.  Full chrome package same as Johnny Reb. Needs 
seat, front bumper, starter.  Also have some parts for 50s- 60s & 69s - 70s. 

Contact:  Merle Eldstrom, Moose Jaw, SK 
Home: 1-306-693-2327  Cell: 1 - 306-631-1775 

For Sale:  Bonus load 7 foot box.  No tailgate.  Some rust lower rear apron.  Good floor.  Will 
fit 1961-68 pickup with 119 inch wheelbase.  Contact Bernie at yakimys@shaw.ca or mobile 
780-935-2915.  More pics available.  $300.00   

mailto:yakimys@shaw.ca


For Sale:  Rear heavy duty Barden Bumper, fits 1957 to 1968 bonus load boxes.  $50 

Also, rear heavy duty Barden Bumper, fits 69-75 bonus load boxes.  $50 

Contact Bernie at yakimys@shaw.ca or mobile 780-935-2915. 
 

mailto:yakimys@shaw.ca




  

   


